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         22 March 2016 
 
 
 
Caroline Evans 
EOH Coastal and Environmental Services 
67 African Street 
Grahamstown 
6140  

 
Email: c.evans@cesnet.co.za 
 
Dear Caroline 
 
Re: Environmental Impact Assessment report for the proposed Umsobomvu Wind Energy 
Facility, Northern Cape and Eastern Cape Provinces.  
  
DEA Reference No: 14/12/16/3/3/2/730 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above report. We apologise for the late 
submission.  
 
BirdLife South Africa supports the development of renewable energy in South Africa. We 
also acknowledge the need to include more renewable in our energy mix if the threat of 
climate change is to be reduced.  
 
We support the findings and recommendations of the avifaunal specialist study and note 
that this predicts that destruction of bird habitat during construction will be mitigated to 
medium significance, disturbance of breeding eagles to low, displacement of birds to low, 
collision with turbine blades to medium, and electrocution to low significance.  
 
However, despite the low-medium significant ratings, we would like to note the following 
concerns. 
  
1) The site is located approximately 14 km away from the Platberg Karoo Conservancy 

Important Bird Area (IBA). IBAs are of international importance for bird conservation 
because they hold a large numbers of threatened species. Building a  wind energy facility 
close to the IBA could have a significant impact on threatened species, especially highly 
mobile species. The Platberg Karoo Conservancy IBA is one of the largest IBAs in South 
Africa, which means it holds high numbers of importance birds that should be protected. 
Species of concern in this IBA include Blue Crane, Ludwig's Bustard, Kori Bustard, 
Secretarybird, Martial Eagle, Blue Korhaan, Black Harrier, Denham's Bustard, Black Stork, 
Lanner Falcon, Tawny Eagle, Karoo Korhaan and Verreaux’s Eagle.  
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2) The proposed WEF is located between 3 likely Lesser Kestrel roosting sites with the 

closest being approximately 4 km away. Lesser Kestrel is now listed Least Concern 
because it no longer approaches any of the thresholds for Vulnerable under the IUCN 
criteria. However, this migratory species still needs protection from impacts that could 
result in population reduction. Although we note that Lesser Kestrels were not recorded 
flying within the rotor sweep area, roosting sites normally hold high number of birds and 
we are concerned that the congregatory nature of these kestrels may increase the risk of 
collisions.  

 
3) Other non-threatened species that may be impacted or be vulnerable to collision include 

Jackal Buzzard and Rock Kestrel. 
 
4) At least three active Verreaux’s Eagle nests were found in the area of the proposed wind 

farm. We are pleased to note that no turbines are proposed within areas surrounding 
the nests or areas frequently used by the birds (e.g. ridges) but it is likely that turbines 
are still proposed within the territories of resident eagles. Early indications from 
monitoring at other wind farms in South Africa suggest that this species, which has 
recently been up-listed to “Vulnerable”, is particularly collision-prone. 

 
5) Cumulative impacts are a concern, particularly if the impacts of both proposed wind and 

solar energy facilities are taken into consideration. Cumulative impacts are challenging 
to tackle, and this highlights the importance that monitoring, adaptive management, 
striving for no net loss of biodiversity, information sharing, and cooperation with other 
stakeholders/developers in the area. Conversely, significant gains could be made 
through collaborating with neighbouring renewable energy facilities in terms of 
monitoring and proactive conservation interventions.   

 
When viewed in isolation and after looking at the avifaunal assessment results, the impacts 
of the Umsobomvu WEF does not appear to pose a significant threat to birds. The low 
number of birds recorded flying over the proposed development area does suggest that few 
birds will be impacted.  However, the limitations of the study must be acknowledged and 
some level of impacts should be anticipated. It is therefore critical that operational phase 
monitoring, and if necessary, adaptive management is implemented. This should be included 
in the EMPr and consideration should be given to including triggers for further action (e.g. 
what should happen if fatalities occur for priority species such as Verreaux’s Eagle and 
Lesser Kestrel).  
 
We also recommend that monitoring of Verreaux’s Eagle movements and territory use 
continues for at least another year prior to construction, as this may help inform any further 
amendments to the turbine layout. Similarly, we suggest that additional monitoring of Lesser 
Kestrel movements prior to construction may help inform an appropriate mitigation 
strategy, should this be required.   
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BirdLife South Africa requests that pre-construction and operational phase monitoring 
reports be made available and sent to us on a quarterly basis. This would provide us with an 
opportunity to engage with the wind farm operator and specialist should significant negative 
effects be observed, and will help us develop our understanding of the effects of wind 
energy across South Africa.  
 
In conclusion, while the information presented does suggest a moderate to low risk to birds, 
BirdLife South Africa recommends that a precautionary approach adopted should the 
development be approved. We suggest that monitoring of priority species continues prior to 
construction. Any recommendations arising from this work should be incorporated in the 
EMPr. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Simon Gear   
Policy & Advocacy Manager 
 
with 
 
Mmatjie Mashao 
Birds and Renewable Energy Intern 
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7th April 2016 

 

Ms Marisa Bloem 
Department of Water & Sanitation 
Eastern Cape Province 
6th Floor, 140 Govan Mbeki 
Starport Building 
Port Elizabeth 
6001 
 
Dear Ms Marisa Bloem 
 
NOTIFICATION OF RELEASE OF FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENT OF UMSOBOMVU WIND ENERGY FACILITY (DEA Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/730) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Section 54 (2) (b) (vi) of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Regulations (2010) made in terms of section 24(5) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act No 107 
of 1998) as amended in 2010, we are required to, “give written notice to any organ of state having jurisdiction 
in respect of any aspect of the activity”. In accordance with this requirement, please find here-with a letter of 
notification for an environmental impact assessment being carried out by EOH Coastal and Environmental 
Services in respect of the above-mentioned project. 
 
InnoWind (Pty) Ltd is a South Africa based renewable energy generator that develops, finances, builds, operates 
and maintains commercial wind powered generation facilities. InnoWind is proposing to construct a Wind 
Energy Facility (WEF) to be developed between Middelburg (Eastern Cape) and Noupoort (Northern Cape) on 
the provincial border. The WEF will host approximately 80 wind turbines, each generating between 1.5 - 4 
megawatts (MW) of electricity, with total combined potential power output of approximately 140MW. 
 
All Interested and Affected Parties are hereby notified of the availability of the Final Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report for public review and comment. The review period is from 7th April 2016 to 3rd May 2016. 
The Final Environmental Impact Assessment Report is available for review and comment at the following 
address: 

 The EOH CES website at the following link : http://www.cesnet.co.za/umsobomvu.html  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

Caroline Evans 
Project Manager 
Environmental Consultant, EOH Coastal and Environmental Services 
Tel: 046 622 2364 
Email: c.evans@cesnet.co.za 


